PRAYING FROM A DISTANCE

What if the person prays from a distance? Saint Faustina
had a love for the sick and dying, and prayed for them with
great fervour. The following experiences recorded in her
Diary make it clear that one does not have to be at the bed-
side physically. She wrote, "It sometimes happens that the
dying person is in the second or third building away, yet for
the spirit, space does not exist. It sometimes happens that |
know about a death occurring several hundred kilometres
away. This has happened several times with regard to my
family and relatives and also sisters in religion, and even
souls whom | have not known during their lifetime" (Diary,
835)

WHO CAN BE A DISCIPLE OF MERCY

Any and everyone who can pray can be a
Disciple of Mercy. You can pray for specific
persons or more generally for those who are
sick and dying in your area, or a nominated
place.

Pope John Paul Il, asked that Eucharistic
Adorers pray the Divine Mercy in that hour.

THE CHAPLET AND SINNERS

I heard these words in my soul: "Say unceasingly the chap-
let that | have taught you. Whoever will recite it will receive
great mercy at the hour of death. Priests will recommend it
to sinners as their last hope of salvation. Even if there were
a sinner most hardened, if he were to recite this chaplet
only once, he would receive grace from My infinite mercy. |
desire that the whole world know my infinite mercy. | desire
to grant unimaginable graces to those souls who trust in
my mercy” (Diary. 687).

FROM THE ORDER OF CHRISTIAN FUNERALS

If one member suffers in the body of Christ which is the
Church, all the members suffer with that member’ (1 Corinthi-
ans 12:26). For this reason, those who are baptised into Christ
and nourished at the same table of the Lord are responsible

for one another. When Christians are sick, their brothers and D I S B I P I_ E S nF M E R BY
sisters share a ministry of mutual charity and do all that they

can to help the sick return to health, by showing love for the

sick, and by celebrating the sacraments with them. So too

when a member of Christ's Body dies, the faithful are called to . . .

a ministry of consolation to those who have suffered the loss Praying for the Sick and Dying

of one whom they love. Christian consolation is rooted in that
hope that comes from faith in the saving death and resurrec-
tion of the Lord Jesus Christ. Christian hope faces the reality
of death and the anguish of grief but trusts confidently that the
power of sin and death has been vanquished by the risen
Lord. The Church calls each member of Christ's Body — priest,
deacon, lay-person — to participate in the ministry of consola-
tion: to care for the dying, to pray for the dead, to comfort
those who mourn.

Your Parish co-coordinator will arrange for the Divine Mercy
Chaplet to be said for the person (s) you nominate.

Only with the permission of the sick or dying person or their
immediate relatives will Disciples of Mercy members actu-
ally visit the person for whom prayers are requested.

Disciples of Mercy groups should make their own arrange-
ments how best to operate within their parish taking into
account the ability of members and comprise a mix of indi-
vidual prayers, group meetings or as appropriate visits to
private homes, hospitals, hospices or rest homes.

PARISH CO-ORDINATORS ARE

........................................................ PHONE oo oo serereeeenne Jesus | Trust in You
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GOD AND SOULS

Saint Faustina's motto was “GOD AND SOULS”. Of all
divine things, the most divine is to share with God in the
saving of souls. Our Lord asked her to pray and offer
the Chaplet for sinners and the dying, saying:

Pray as much as you can for the dying. By your en-
treaties [that is, insistent prayers] obtain for them trust
in My mercy, because they have most need of trust,
and have it the least. Be assured that the grace of eter-
nal salvation for certain souls in their final moment de-
pends on your prayer. You know the whole abyss of My
mercy, so draw upon it for yourself and especially for
poor sinners. Sooner would heaven and earth turn into
nothingness than would My mercy not embrace a trust-
ing soul" (Diary, 1777).

PROMISES FROM JESUS

Jesus said: "My daughter, encourage souls to say the
chaplet which | have given to you. It pleases Me to grant
everything they ask of Me by saying the chaplet. ... Write
that when they say this chaplet in the presence of the
dying, | will stand between My Father and the dying per-
son, not as the just Judge but as the merciful Savior
(Diary, 1541).

2 MACCABEES 12:43-45

Judas, the leader of the Jews, took a collection from
the people individually, amounting to nearly two thou-
sand drachmae, and sent it to Jerusalem to have a
sacrifice for sin offered, an altogether fine and noble
action, in which he took full account of the resurrec-
tion. For if he had not expected the fallen to rise again,
it would have been superfluous and foolish to pray for
the dead, whereas if he had in view the splendid rec-
ompense reserved for those who make a pious end,
the thought was holy and devout. This was why he had
this atonement sacrifice offered for the dead, so that
they might be released from their sin.

At the hour of their death, | defend as My own glory
every soul that will say this chaplet; or when others
say it for a dying person, the indulgence is the
same" (Diary, 811).

The Chaplet of The Divine Mercy
How to Recite the Chaplet

The Chaplet of Mercy is recited using ordinary rosary beads of five decades. The Chaplet is
preceded by two opening prayers fram the Diary of Saint Faustina and followed by a closing
prayer

Make the Sign of the Cross

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Haly Spirit. Amen.
Optional Opening Prayers

You expired, Jesus, but the source of life gushed forth for souls, and the ocean of mercy
opened up for the whole world. 0 Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine Mercy, envelop the
whaole world and empty Yourself out upon us.

[ Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the Heart of Jesus as a fountain of Mercy for
us, | trust in You!

Our Father

Dur Father, Whao art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil, Amen.

Hail Mary

Hail Mary, full of grace. The Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed
is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at
the hour of our death, Amen.

The Apostle's Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creatar of Heaven and earth; and in
Jesus Christ, His only Son, Our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pantius Pilate, was crucified; died,
and was buried. He descended into Hell; the third day He arose again from the
dead; He ascended into Heaven, sitteth at the right hand of God, the Father
Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. | believe
in the Holy Spirit, the holy Cathalic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

The Eternal Father

Eternal Father, | offer you the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Your
Dearly Beloved Son, Qur Lord, Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and
those of the whole world.

On the Ten Small Beads of Each Decade

For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us and on the whole
warld.

Repeat for the remaining decades

Saying the "Eternal Father" on the "Our Father" bead and then ten "Far the
sake of His sorrowful Passion” on the following beads.

Conclude with Holy God (Repeat three times)

Haly God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us and on the
whale waorld.

Optional Closing Prayer

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless and the treasury of compassion —
inexhaustible, look kindly upon us and increase Your mercy in us, that in
difficult moments we might not despair nor become despondent, but with
great confidence submit ourselves to Your holy will, which is Love and Mercy
itself.



